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Midwest Alpaca Owners and Breeders Association

Letter from the President: May 24, 2010

Youhave to take the next stepé
With membership renewal at the end of May, | thought it would be a good time to talk about the
benefits of being a MOPACA member:

Fellow members are willing to help;

Some of the best education in the industat economical prices;
Subsidized marketing;

A balanced approach to the industry;

Leaders determined to help you sell alpacas and afp#atad items.

We recently sent out anteast with the results of our ad campaign suppofiingh e new mar ket i n¢
www.midwestalpacafarms.comis of May 7th there have been 1,200 visits to the site, that's an average

of 32 visits per day. If you are a hits person, we have received 36,900 hits to date! This summer MO-

PACA will run a number of ads in various magazinésbby Farm, American Livestoand theAOBA

Farm Directoryissue. | would anticipate a large spike in visits to the site. In addition, we will hand out

drink Koozies and fridge magnets with the slogan " Thinking of going green? Think Alpacas" with the

web address. Look for these items at Fiber nAUO.
searching zip codes to |l ocate farms near their ho

- A new member benefit for 2010, is access to theté#te Educational Website, with unlimited usage
at NO ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU. This program is designed not only for breeders, but also for
vets and vet techs that access thebfesed information for Continuing Education. While MOPACA
holds great seminars throughout the year, we recognize that due to weather, time and budget con-
straints, some of you may not be able to attend. This program will allow you to learn from home.
Please thank the Education Committee for helping push this innovative, inéastiyg program.

MOPACA is investing time and money in the membership, but your help is needed. How? Go to
www.midwestalpacafarms.coand list your farm information. Go to the$tate education sittps://

pro.ksu.eduthe site is password protected (see Page 7 for instructions). Look for notification in the near
futuree ALearn about | atest in parasite control, repro
neonatology, and surgery. Kansas State University, supported by thémdidca Foundation, has

produced more than 40 educational classes that are graded according to beginner, advanced, and vet-
erinarian | evels so you can choose what fits your
Consider thi§ what additional value could you bring to a potential buyer if you can provide education

and marketing by including a MOPACA membership with their purchase?

Remember , Fiber AUO is just around the corner and

Thanks,

"y

Brian Willsey, President MOPACA
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THE VET EXAM

How to Prevent Heat Stress in Camelids

By Melanie Boileau, DVM, MS, DACVIM
Oklahoma State University

during
the warmer months. This can be achieved by providing shade (open pasture with shade trees, shade cloth, tall jpofed

, mi s
themselves, and plenty of fresh cool water. Animals kept indoors may be out of the sun, but it is important to haye good

essto an

ds.

Shearing helps heat dissipation through evaporation and represents one of the most important ways to @rotect
your animals against heat stress, along with harvest of fiber. It should occur in all camelid herds. The most eff tive
shearing method is the Afull body clip,0 leaving to 2
pate heat mainly from their abdomen and ventr al t flor ax,
acceptable means of preventing heat stress. It is recommended that this be completed befbie thiagduthern areds
and June *Lin the northern areas of North America. Shearing should not be delayed until later in the summer in forthern
climates, in order to provide adequate time for blanket regrowth prior to the fall and winter.

Proper management and husbandry can also help prevent heat stress. Breeding to have crias born in the spring is
important as heat can be an important stressor for a late pregnant dam and newborn cria. Obese animals arejmore prone
to heat stress so proper nutrition and weight management is indicated. Handling an animal during the warmgr months
should be done in the early morning when it is still cool or in consideration of the Heat Stress Index (HSI). Thd|formula
and interpretation guidelines for the HSI are as follows:

HSI = Humidity (%) + Temperaturér)

HSI = < 120 handling is considered safe

HSI = 120150 unnecessary handling should be avoided

HSI = > 160 handling is considered dangerous and animals should be closely monitored

Monitoring the animals for signs of heat stress during the warmer months is critical. Signs to look for inglude
nostril flaring, opermouthed breathing, increased heart rate (over 90 beats per minute), increased breathing ratej(over 40
breaths per minute) and effort, drooling, scrotal swelling in intact males, generalized weakness, and rectal tempgrature
above 104°F. Most affected animals are dull and off feed, and more than one animal can be affected. If any of fhese
signs are present, you should calll your veterinariflan i m
mal to a cool area or at least provide shade. Lying in cool water or hosing down the animal all the way to the skin helps

Monitoring your animals for signs of heat stress is important and this can include taking rectal temperature oftenjon a few
normal animals, in the morning and afternoon. Knowing what to expect will help you recognize the abnormal anjmal
more easily.
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Dear MOPACA:

patience and effort in making this site easier for the farmer.
The services you offer members are absolutely the BEST! | am particularly impressed with the two newest offerin

FREE access to{State is worth every dime of membership! I've attended a seminar weeket®tateKand while it was
worth the cost | paid, | also paid for traveling from eastern Arkansas to Kansas and still had hotels and meals. No

offered there need to take advantage. Members are truly blessed to have this gift from MOPACA.

Becky Baker
Avabs Al pacas
Pocahontas, Arkansas

Samey Binder—seard off birecter frem 2007-2009

By Don Haus

MOPACA Board of Directors Don Haus and Robert
Baldwin presented retiring Director, Sandy Binder,
with a MOPACA Certificate of Appreciation and an
engraved silver jewelry box in recognition of her
recent ( 20072009) term as a MOPACA Board
Member. This presentation was made on March 26,
2010, during the 7th Annual MOPACA Invitational
Alpaca Show held at the American Royal in Kansas
City.

Next time you see Sandy, thank her again for all of
her hard work and years of devotion to MOPACA!

Sandybds Certificate read:

AThis certificate is awarded to Sandy Binder in
while serving on the Board of Directors of the Midwest Alpaca Owners & Breeders Association,
(MOPACA). Your generous commitments of time, support and dedication have contributed in the evolu-
tion of the | eadership of this organization. 0

Midwest Alpaca Farms is an outrageous opportunity for those advertising and shopping in the area. Our farm has peen
posted, and | encourage others to get theirs online today. We are getting "hit on" already! | must thank Brian Oigefly for h

registration is freé it is unbelievable! Those who have not had the opportunity to dip into the vast wealth of infornfation
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2010 MIAS FIBER ARTS COMPETITION
0 A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

By Ann Mayes

The Fiber Arts competition was a resounding success. Our fiber ring was hopping all weekend
long during the 2010 MOPACA Invitational show. Thank you to all who entered the Fibe} Arts
Competition and to our dedicated judges who had to wait several hours to start judging because
my van broke down on the way to Kansas City.

Sunday demonstrating their skills using our beautiful alpaca fiber. Thank you to all who @o-
nated roving and yarn for them to use. The Guild members were in heaven and plan to gttend
next year, as they said they had a wonderful time at our show.

In spite of the snow, the Fiber Guild of Greater Kansas City was on hand both Saturday lnd

April Gibson and Helga Fensterman spent time educating breeders and the public on thg impor-
tance of sorting fiber during their demos on Saturday and Sunday.

Diane Peckham showed how to needle felt exotic little animals and AFCNA was on handto talk
about the capp.

Our skein judge, LeslieCarrelar t | et t, who al so judged dgkeins
all quality and consistency of the skeins have improved dramatically since lasthethrhand
spun and mill spun. o What wonder f ul negys! A

on the right track within our industry.

| received many comments regarding the fiber arts judging by Catherine Stickann. All wlre
positive and very appreciative of the time she took to write out her reasons in detail for hér judg-
ing decisions. Thank you very much Catherine!

A special Athankso to Jodi Forhan and hgr mot
Sundaye is a professional display artist who jumped in to arrange the Fiber Arts display fpr us.
We were very lucky to have her.

Please start thinking NOW about entering the Fiber Arts Competition next year. Itis sucl an
important facet of our industry and showing our fiber off to the public is a great way to prgmote
our animals.

Thank you to all our demonstrators and presenters. If you would like to perform a demorjstra-
tion regarding a particular skill/ or glve a
please contact Ann Mayes (annmayes@Kktis.net ). We would love to have you!
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Fi b e r-Fui, Biber & YOU!

By MOPACA Education Committee

Itis not too late to make plansto attend F 1 B E R Go tdvww.MOPACA.org and click on the Fiber
AUO button for all the cl ass i Mbsbclaseestare a ar agonoath- gistr
ing full capacity, but please check with Liz Mitchko to see if there is room in your favorite choice(s).
However, there will be plenty of time for shopping and visiting with fellow MOPACA members and
other fiber enthusiasts.

We now have 25 vendors from 8 states - ALL FIBER RELATED.
We have 10 demos scheduled - ALL FIBER RELATED.

Are you done shearing? Are you a member of AFCNA? If so, they will be accepting YOUR fiber at
Fiber fAUO. What a GREAT way to get FREE frei t (i f

Do you use Shepherd's Mill, Ozark Carding or New Era Fiber? If so, they will be there--contact them
directly to arrange for fiber pick-up or delivery.

Don't forget, Saturday evening from approximately 5:15-6:30 P.M., there will be a MOPACA meeting
at the Civic Center.

*Important - when arriving on Friday or Saturday, please tell the parking lot attendants you
are with FIBER AUO0 s o Vhewarewdlecting gate teesdor thecCoupta vy .
Fair ONLY.

Any questions, please contact Liz Mitchko at liz@whirlwindranch.com or 417-533-5280.

2011 MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show

MARK YOUR CALENDARS The 2011 MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show is scheduled for March 25

-27, 2011, at the American Royal/Hale Arena in Kansas City, Bfeat things are comingLower fees

on Spinoff and Fiber Arts entries; new variety of sponsorships available; MOPACA Members will have
opportunities to receive discounts on special sponsorships; MOPACA Bucks will be presented again, and
more! We do need many volunteers for the days of the show, such as gate and ring stewards, and ribbon
distributors. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Robert
Baldwin, atrmobod@gmail.cornfor details on these positions. If there is an area that you would like to
learn about, or help, please as¥olunteers are what make this show happkladok forward to seeing

you in 2011 at MIAS!

By Kim Baake
MOPACA Invitational Event Coordinator
www.mopaca.org


http://www.MOPACA.org
http://blocked::mailto:liz@whirlwindranch.com
http://www.mopaca.org
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MOPACA MEMBER BENEFITS & UPDATES

Dear Members:
The Board of Directors & Officers announced recent benefits added to your membership:

1. Are you aware of the latest in parasite control? Do you have questions on reproduc-
tion? Where do you stand on pasture management and nutrition? Finding answers can be
a daunting task and educational alpaca seminars are not always convenient for some mem-
bers to attend. The MOPACA Education Committee has been working with K-State in de-
veloping a program for MOPACA members to have access to the same on-line education
that K-State designed for vets, vet techs, and alpaca owners. The difference, access to this
resource is NOW FREE to MOPACA members; unlimited usage for a two-year period at no
cost to you! You can educate yourself, farm sitters, and new buyers. These programs

are designed and presented by veterinarians focused on the most current information avail-
able. If you had to pay to take these courses, the rate would be $55.00 per hour. MOPACA
has committed $5,000.00 of the MIAS show proceeds to pay for this. The Education Com-
mittee deserves our thanks for this innovative industry-leading program! To access the pro-
gram visit:

pro.ksu.edu (not www.)

Login with user ID: mopaca@mopaca.org

Password: AlpacaDCE (case sensitive)

Click on MOPACA Member Access Program and follow directions on the
next page.

apop

2. Also free to members , is access to the new website: www.MidwestAlpacaFarms.com,
(a division of MOPACA). This is a website for you to market your alpacas. It is free to list
your alpacas! With this website receiving approximately 2,000 hits per month, why would

you not want to have your farm listed. Your MOPACA membership login information is all
you need to get started!

A complete list of your membership benefits can be foundnat.mopaca.org underJoin MO-
PACA

The Board of Directors & Officers also announced:
Rob and Kim Baake have accepted the position of the Event Coordinators for the MOPACA Invita-
tional Alpaca Show, to be held Marchi237, 2011.Kim will be recruiting other core show commit-

tee volunteers to fill vacant positionE.you are interested in volunteering for this show, please con-
tact Kim at MIAS@mopaca.org.

******R E M | N DE R******
Dues, in the amount of $120.00, were due by Jund!1in order to keep full benefits, please send
a completed renewal application along with your payment to Dave Binder, MOPACA Treas-

urer, 24688 Audrain Road, #820, Mexico, MO 65265.

Thank you and enjoy your benefits!


http://www.pro.ksu.edu
mailto:mopaca@mopaca.org
http://www.MidwestAlpacaFarms.com
http://www.mopaca.org
mailto:MIAS@mopaca.org
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W™ GREAT NEWS FROM A SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
noispsomnmsssve. AT OKLAHOMA STATE!

| was introduced to alpacas and llamas when | began volunteering at the Akron Zoo-
logical Park when | was 14. | was assigned to their care, and to train them to be led
in an upcoming parade and for zoo visitors to be able to pet them. | continued at the
zoo until I graduated from high school, increasing in my responsibilities and won an
award based on my volunteerism. | next encountered camelids my first day of col-
lege. | asked the Brigham Young University veterinarian to allow me to shadow her.
She took me to visit a research trial of anesthesia on alpacas and llamas. | demon-
strated my ability to handle the animals and by the end of the day | was hired as a
research assistant.

In Bolivia, | mentored a Bolivian undergraduate student in llama nutrition research in

Viacha. | learned there how necessary llamas and alpacas are to the native Aymara

people of the Altiplano. It was after this amazing experience that | knew | wanted to

specialize in camelid medicine during veterinary school. After Bolivia, | moved to

BYU6s Applied Ani mal Mol ecul ar Genetic

the melanocortin 1 receptor in alpacas and llamas. During my year in the Genetics
Lab, | applied to veterinary school. | was accepted to the Ohio State University as a member of the Class of 201 \witkwvarked
resident in camelid medicine and did a retrospective study of Caesarean sections and their effects on future breegings, conce
or dystocias. | presented my research at the International Camelid Health Conference at Ohio State. This work demanstrated
camelid Caesarean sections may have no effect on future pregnancies, and set the foundation for a prospective stodg. | spen
year at Ohio State, before | transferred to Oklahoma State University where the experience is superior.

Last February, | worked with Dr. Lionel Dawson and a few other students to start a student chapter of the American As
sociation of Small Ruminant Practitioners (AASRP) at Oklahoma State University. As President of AASRP, we have organized
variety of speakers and hands labs. These have included llama handling lab and alpaca castration labs.

Last summer | spent a week with Dr. Pam Wal ker of Al p
immensely as | was able to learn by hands doi ng. I also attended Midwest Al pa
Seminar with | ectures by Dr. Ahmed Tibrary. This comiing f
cine and Surgery Course. It consists of handsraining during the two week course. | am also planning on spending 2 weeks
with Dr. David Anderson at Kansas State University and a

Farm.

Upon graduation, | believe that my experience will make me a good member of a mixed animal practice with an emphas
on camelids and small ruminants. | also plan to return to academia to pursue a residency and doctoral degree in camelid medic
From my experience in Bolivia, | know there is more we can do for alpaca and llama production medicine. My goal ikdb give t
knowledge to Americans and Bolivians for their benefit.

Thank you for the gift of your scholarship,
Laurel Tegland Tree, Class of 2@ Oklahoma State University Center for Veterinary Health Sciences

Vet Students Lending a Hand

This year, along with Dr. Michael Stigge of Harrisonville, Missouri, Dr. Dusty Nagy and a team of vet student from fhe
University of Missouri provided vet checks at the 2010 MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show. What a great way for §wners
and the students to get to know each other. The students health checks went very wellfand prc
vided a quick and pleasant experiefaealpaca owners. MO-
PACA provided alpacgroducts as thanjou gifts to the studen
for their service.

Photos Courtesy of Pete Caffr




