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MEMBER INFORMATION 

 

Please visit the MOPACA.org web-
ǎƛǘŜΣ άaŜƳōŜǊǎ !ǊŜŀέ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
on the following: 

¶ 2010 Budget 

¶ Herdsire Gallery Guidelines 

¶ June 1st Dues Date 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

Letôs give a hearty ñwelcomeò to the newest members of our MOPACA family:  

 

Don & Karen Kent   Brian & Sharon Heimes 

Tall Corn Alpacas, LLC   Manna Meadows 

Marengo, IL    Lenexa, KS 

 

Donald & Pamela Nelson   Bob & Sandy Parker 
The Promise Alpaca Ranch  Garden Thyme Alpacas 

Richland, MO    Mountain Home, AR 

 

Don & Gloria Smith   Gene & Kitty Walker 
Hickory Ridge Farms   Wee Walk Alpacas 

Braymer, MO    Kahoka, MO 

 

Wayne & Berniece Lindberg  John & Sara Morris  
8 L’s Alpaca Farm   Hidden Lane Alpacas 

Old Monroe, MO    Augusta, KS 

 

Joe & Mary Beth DeBrodie  Bill & Linda Smith 
Alpacas at Autumn Run   Tender Mercy  Ranch 

Fulton, MO    N. Little Rock, AR 
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2009 MIAS 

 

 

 

­ March 20-21ðMOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show, hosted by 

 Midwest Alpaca Owners and Breeders Association 

 

­ March 27 or 28ðLearn to Shear Seminar, hosted by Golden Heartland 

 

­ June 25ð2nd Annual Show Stock Sale-A-Bration, hosted by 

 Dos Doñas Alpaca Farm 

  

­ July 10-11ðFiber ñUò, hosted by Midwest Alpaca Owner and Breeders 

 Association 
 

Please visit MOPACA.org/Calendar for further details! 
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Letter from the President: 

 
March 03, 2010 

 

Additional Benefits of MOPACA Membership! 
 

The winter 2010 Education seminar with Dr. Tibary was a resounding success!  Over 20 vet students as well 

as veterinarians and alpaca owners were able to get great information about reproduction issues in alpacas. 

 

During the vet portion of Dr. Tibaryôs seminar, we held a MOPACA meeting and announced a new benefit 

for our members ï a website with a supporting advertising campaign to help drive people interested in al-

pacas to your farm!  Pete Caffrey explains it well (see Page 7), but I wanted to give you an overview of the ad 

campaign in this letter. 

 

We have placed ads in both national and regional publications. Nationally, we are running in American Live-

stock, Alpacas Magazine and the Breederôs section of Countryside Magazine.  Alpacas Magazine will be sent 

by AOBA to every person that indicates an interest in alpacas ï so we actually get to double-dip as MO-

PACA gets exposure to existing owners as well as those who have expressed an interest in the animals.  The 

ad in Countryside runs for 12 months.  Regionally, we have placed ads in Show Me Magazine and Nebraska 

Farm Bureau News.  We are also looking at placing ads in other magazines and in Farm Bureau publications 

in the Midwest region.  The Internet is another option and Interweave Press has some exciting options; both 

in print, on their website and in a free newsletter, Daily Knitting, that goes to subscribers. 

 

The criteria for choosing the publications was based on the demographics we are trying to reach ï those with 

smaller acreage (20-40 acres), focusing on ñgreenò and have interest in either fiber or farming.  If you have 

suggestions for magazines, please feel free to send them to me: brian.willsey@hotmail.com.  Please keep in 

mind that if there are MOPACA members currently running ads, we will do our best to respect their invest-

ment. 

 

The concept behind the website is to drive potential customers to your farm.  Once there, you will have the 

opportunity to discuss the details that are specific to you.  With the website, an ad campaign and other educa-

tion tools available, most of the common objections that occur should be resolved. 

 

Fiber ñUò this summer is a ñmustò for your calendar!  There is something for everyone who own alpacas, or 

just likes their fleece!  See additional information on Page 8 of this newsletter! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone in K.C. for the MIAS show! 

 

 

Thanks, 

 
Brian Willsey, President MOPACA 

mailto:brian.willsey@hotmail.com


 
 
Hints & Tips from Shearer Glen Alpert: 
¶ Use less & lighter oil on Crias:  The biggest problem is the fine fleece getting between cutter and comb.  If 

that happens put on fresh cutter. 
¶ Make sure, on the older Oster shearing heads, to oil the drive shaft otherwise the head will heat up. 
¶ Try to have two shears available, when one gets dull the second can be used to finish, and they can be used 

alternatively to cool down. 
¶ I find two main reasons for the comb/cutter to dull, run time and dirt. 
¶ Whenever possible, help another shearer; watch and learn their techniques and tricks. 
 

Hints & Tips from Shearer Rob Baake: (Alpaca Owner Pre-Shearing Checklist) 
¶ If the alpacas are sheared at your farm, please make sure an area is available for either a shearing table or 

animal tie down area (a minimum 12' X 12' area). 

¶ Alpacas should be ready in a holding area in order to keep the flow of animals moving.  Setup should be 

done prior to the arrival of the shearer. 

¶ Adequate lighting around the shearing area is a must, as well as access to electricity. 

¶ Prepare the bags for fiber prior to shearing by labeling each bag with the name of the alpaca and the number 

of cutting, i.e. blanket, seconds, etc. 

¶ If vaccinations and/or other injections will be preformed while the animal is tied down, make sure you in-

form the shearer, as well as be prepared to administer the injections when the shearer is done shearing. 

¶ If you wish to take before/after pictures of your alpacas, please do so at a time that does not delay or interrupt 

the shearer.  

¶ Collection of fleece should be done quickly and safely. Care should be taken not to pull the fleece until di-

rected by the shearer.  Safely keep hands away from the shears. 

¶ It is best to have someone available to collect the fleece at all times.  

¶ If an inside shearing area is not available, a covered area, with plenty of lighting and out of the wind, is pre-

ferred. 

Happy Shearing Season! 
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THE VET EXAM 
 

Small Ruminant Student Clubs in Veterinary Colleges  
 

By Meredyth Jones DVM, MS, DACVIM 
Kansas State University 

 
Many camelid farms have expressed an interest in learning more about organizations formed within 

veterinary colleges by students interested in small ruminant and camelid medicine and surgery.  As you 

may or may not know, a veterinary studentôs week is more than a full-time job, with approximately 40 

hours per week spent in lectures and laboratories.  Add to that, the recommendation that students 

study an hour and a half for each hour they spend in lecture and you get a pretty intense schedule.  

Even with all that instruction and book time, it is impossible for a veterinary college to teach the stu-

dents absolutely everything they will need to know they day they graduate.  Keep in mind, your family 

physician needs to know basically about boy and girl.  Your veterinarian is expected to know about boy 

and girl horses, cattle, sheep, goats, llamas, alpacas, pigs, dogs, cats, ferrets, parrots and the list goes 

on and on.                                                                                                                                                                          (Cont.) 
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THE VET EXAM (Cont.)  
 
For this reason, for as long as there have been veterinary colleges, there have been student extracurricular 
organizations designed to provide additional educational opportunities in specific areas of interest.  

 

Every veterinary college fosters several such organizations and the focus of each of these clubs includes 
areas such as feline medicine, equine practice, bovine practice, animal reproduction, animal behavior, busi-
ness and practice management, pathology (the study of disease), exotic animal medicine, and, of course, 
small ruminant and camelid medicine.  These clubs are formed by a group of interested students, supported 
by one or more faculty members, and are recognized by the administration of the college.  Many of these 
clubs also function under the umbrella of a national organization, with most small ruminant clubs operating 
as student chapters of the American Association of Small Ruminant Practitioners (AASRP).  The AASRP is 
a national organization of veterinarians interested in sheep, goats, camelids, elk, deer and related species, 
which provides continuing education, networking and mentorship opportunities for practicing veterinarians 
and veterinary students. 
 
Small ruminant and camelid clubs typically have monthly meetings in the evening after classes which typi-
cally consist of a lecture given by an internal faculty member or an outside speaker with specific expertise, 
discussion of opportunities for externships, scholarships and other club business, and a meal.  These clubs 
frequently host wet labs, allowing their membership to practice certain medical and surgical techniques 
taught by faculty, tour a variety of farms and facilities, learn about the commercial products generated by 
small ruminants, and receive instruction on husbandry and health.  Remember, the class size here at KSU is 
approximately 110 students.  When a lecture or laboratory is offered as part of the core curriculum, the fac-
ulty must accommodate the instruction of 110 students in a large classroom or hands-on environment.  The 
labs and lectures provided by the student organizations allow the students specifically interested in small 
ruminants and camelids to receive instruction and training in a much more intimate setting.  Small ruminant 
clubs also act as a conduit for students to seek independent learning opportunities.  Andrew Crisler, a third-
year student at KSU says, ñHelping with check-in at the Mid-America Alpaca Show, which I was connected 
with through the Small Ruminant Club, how gave me hands on experience in health checks, direct client 
communication, and general contact with the owners.  I also made contacts that led to watching an alpaca 
farm while the owners were gone to a show.ò  Wouldnôt you be thrilled to know that, when you call your vet-
erinarian to come look at your sick alpaca, he or she has spent hours outside of the full-time curriculum 
learning how alpaca farms operate, how to perform advanced medical and surgical procedures, and gaining 
confidence in their skills? 
 

So, what can you, the future clients of our students, do for the small ruminant and camelid club at your near-
est veterinary college?  First, call the college and make contact with the faculty advisor and the club officers.  
Talk to them about their club activities, goals, and schedules.  Then, invite them to your farm.  Give them an 
opportunity to see why you care so much about your animals, what the goals of your farm are and give them 
a taste of the hows and whys of your business and management decisions.  Recommend and sponsor a 
speaker on a camelid topic.  Find out if there is a speaker that would be of interest to the membership and 
offer to cover or co-sponsor the cost of having that speaker address the club.  Clubs are often small and self
-funded and are may not be in a position to pay travel expenses for an outside speaker.  Finally, contribute 
to scholarships for student members.  You may wish to add to established scholarship funds, such as the 
MOPACA Veterinary Student Scholarship account and the Mid-America Alpaca Foundationôs Student Ex-
ternship Fund or provide a gift endowment to the school of your choice to provide ongoing scholarship funds 
in your farmôs name.  The faculty at each school selects the recipients of these important funds based on 
interest in camelid health, frequently demonstrated by active participation in small ruminant and camelid 
clubs, as primary criteria for selection. 
 
We appreciate your continued support of our programs and of our students.  We hope that this behind-the-

scenes look at some of our activities helps you understand the many ways that veterinary colleges, faculty 

and students are working to provide progressive, superior healthcare for your animals. 



Mid America Alpaca Foundation News 
 

Catching Up With The Mid America Alpaca Foundation 
 

By Pete Caffrey 
 

www.midamalpacafoundation.com 
 

The Foundation has made good progress in all of its sponsored projects.  The Distance Education Pro-

gram, www.vet.k-stste.edu/ce/Camelid.htm now consists of twenty eight modules of alpaca education.  

This on line projects allows veterinarians to acquire continuing education credits from the convenience of 

their computers anywhere in the world.  Alpaca owners and breeders may also access this site.  Future 

plans include expanding the library of courses to forty modules with plans to enlisting a variety of pre-

senters. 

 

MAAF Externship has been awarded at three universities.  This fund allows veterinary students with fo-

cus interest in alpacas to expand their experience.  Students from Kansas State, University of Missouri 

and Oklahoma State have taken advantage of this program.  These experiences included externships with 

veterinarians associated with alpaca farms.  In addition, through these funds ten vet students attend al-

paca seminars on other campuses.  In a separate program the Foundation underwrote the registration and 

travel expenses for twenty three vet students who attended Dr. Tibaryôs seminar presented by MOPACA 

in Columbia, Missouri. 

 

The Alpacas on Campus project is thriving, providing hands on experience for vet students and educa-

tional opportunities for visiting veterinarians.  A number of veterinary students have elected to treat al-

pacas upon graduation based on their exposure as undergraduates.  The Foundation asked for volunteers 

to help vet check at the Mid America Alpaca Show, twenty two vet students showed up! 

 

The affiliate MOPACA has joined these efforts by offering three separate scholarships at Kansas State, 

Oklahoma State and the University of Missouri.  These scholarships are awarded to camelid focused stu-

dents. These scholarships are administered by the Foundationôs board of advisors.   MOPACA has been a 

strong supporter for the Foundation and its projects. 
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The MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show is just around the corner.  If you have not registered to show, 

think about joining us for a fun couple of days of alpacas, fleece, fiber arts, spin-off and photo contest 

viewing, and networking with fellow alpaca people.  There are still tickets available for the Saturday 

night banquet - great KC barbecue, and you can always come and support our silent auction including the 

herd sire breedings auction.  We are always looking for volunteers so please think about joining one of 

our wonderful work crews.  This is a great way to see how  an alpaca show works, to learn more about 

show standards, and to discover what makes MOPACA such a great show - our volunteers! 

  

Join us this year, or put your name in the hat to help next year - we start work on our 2011 show in April 

of 2010. 

  

See you in Kansas City, March 19-21, 2010 

  

Dale Pessin, Event Coordinator MIAS 2010  

and the MIAS 2010 Show Committee 
MIAS 2010 

http://www.midamalpacafoundation.com
http://www.vet.k-stste.edu/ce/Camelid.htm
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You often wonder as a volunteer organization, are your efforts making a difference.  I want to share two óThank 

Youô notes I received in the mail just the other day.  I found a large envelope in the mailbox  and, when I opened it, 

there where eighteen thank you notes inside from the vet students at the University of Missouri, plus one very spe-

cial one, Dr. Dusty Nagy: 

 

To Mid America Alpaca Foundation: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the unwavering support that you all have shown to the Uni-

versity of Missouri and our students in particular. The money that you have donated and the spontaneous gifts have 

really paved the way for enhancing camelid medicine at MU. We have seen an increase in student interest and de-

sire to work with camelids as well as increasing college wide support of these efforts. Thanks again for all of the 
support in general and for payment of the student registration to the Tibary lectures in particular. 

Dusty Nagy 
 

A selected note from a student: 

Thank you very much for this opportunity!  I was once determined to do only small animal, but exposure to the 
camelid world, through my food animal clinical rotation, has broadened my interest!  Thank you for giving me the 

chance to participate in the MOPACA conference, it will allow me to be a more diverse mixed animal practitioner! 

 

Thank all of you for your support! 

 

Pete Caffrey, 

President Mid America Alpaca Foundation 

MOPACA.org UPDATE 
 

By Kim Baake, MOPACA Website Editor 

 

The MOPACA.org website has been busy these past few months adding information regarding the upcoming MO-

PACA Invitational Alpaca Show.  Have you checked out the show pages lately to see the list of sponsors, or who will 

be vendors at the show?   Updates are made often and there is much to see on the show pages! 

If you are hunting for a herdsire, then check out the Herdsire Gallery on the site.  It is filled with many quality Huacaya 

and Suri studs that our members have listed for service.  If you have a herdsire that you would like listed, and are a 

MOPACA member, please visit the website for guidelines on submitting your information.   

In looking at the website stats for February 2010, there were over 120 more unique visitors than we had in 2009, for a 

total of 1338.  Also in February, there were 1260 hits to the main MOPACA.org page, with the Membership Map hav-

ing 224 hits!    We had over 1300 hits to the main show page, with 854 hits to the General Show Information 

page.  The Herdsire Gallery had 254 hits!  So, do make sure that your farm information and your herdsire information 

is updated.  You wouldn't want to be missed by these hits that YOUR website is getting!  

If you need any assistance or login information to the members only pages, please contact me: 

mopaca@mopaca.org.  

mailto:mopaca@mopaca.org


Page 7Page 7  

A NEW MARKETING WEBSITE  

§  COMING SOON!  
 

By Pete Caffrey 

 

There is a new marketing website exclusively for MOPACA members, created to expand your 

marketing profile.  The design and application process started in October of 2009.  The bid price 

to MOPACA was $3,850.00 to develop this site.  It is estimated it will cost MOPACA less than 

$400.00 per year for maintenance.  The site, Midwest Alpaca Farms, will be released for your 

use soon. 

 

More good news is that there is no additional charge to MOPACA members for this service; it is 

a benefit of your membership.  The site is designed to be simple for anyone with basic computer 

skills, to upload their farm and alpaca information.  You will be able to enter and change farm 

and alpaca information at any time, as many times as you like, with no charge to you.  Another 

reason to ñLook to MOPACA First.ò 

 

Midwest Alpaca Farms is a marketing name and is, in fact, a fully owned and operated entity of 

MOPACA.  The program is designed to focus on the farms of MOPACA, unlike national sites 

that also feature non-MOPACA farms.  Pure and simple, the site was created to encourage more 

visitors to your farms to support your sales efforts. 

 

The target audience is the new or potential buyer, who is encouraged through the site to ñvisit a 

farm near you.ò  The idea is that once a potential buyer visits your farm the opportunity to sell is 

greatly improved. 

 

A zip code, farm name and state search aided by a Google map will make it easy for folks to 

find your farm.  This site offers a great benefit to new buyers who join MOPACA.  A selling 

farm might want to consider offering a MOPACA membership as part of the sale package. 

At the time of this writing a full spectrum of advertising is being contemplated by the MOPACA 

Board, to support the total marketing package.  This advertising program is again covered by 

your membership without additional charge to you.  This program would cost thousands of dol-

lars to replicate on an individual basis. 

 

Here is the bottom line, if you donôt fill in the information about your farm, it will not appear on 

the site.  MOPACA is not responsible for uploading your data or keeping your farm site current.  

The instruction manual and this website has been field tested by a number of MOPACA mem-

bers; you should find the program easy to use.  If, however, you find that you need help, you can 

ask another member or the web designer at a rate of $65 per hour, or the computer support per-

son of your choice. 

 

We know you will find this new website a welcome addition to your marketing program. Be 

looking for the release date! 
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Fiber ñUò- Fun, Fiber & YOU! 

 

By MOPACA Education Committee 

 

Get your herd sitter now and make your hotel reservations, because you donôt want to miss any of 

the educational opportunities at MOPACAôs Fiber ñUò- Fun, Fiber & YOU!  

  

This event will be held at the Kenneth E. Cowan Civic Center July 10-11, 2010.  Weôve been hard at 

work getting a wide assortment of fiber educators and vendors to indulge your every fiber wish.  Two 

full days of more than 20 classes in the air conditioned comfort of the Civic Center in Lebanon, MO - 

home of the first MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show. 

 

Our instructors come from all over the Midwest to provide an amazing array of classes.  You can sign 

up for classes in:  shearing equipment 101, beginning knitting, crocheting, roving rugs, natural dyeing, 

how to build an economical fiber tumbler and skirting tables, plus much more!  Pre-Registration is 

required!  All classes are filled on a first come basis so donôt wait.  There will be something for EVE-

RYONE to take, learn and enjoy. 

 

Check our website, MOPACA.org, for the great list of  Fiber ñUò vendors!   You are sure to find 

something to take home.  AFCNA will be on site and will be collecting fiber ï so bring it with you and 

save your freight charges! 

 

Unique advertising opportunity for EVERYONE!  There will be 9 state booths representing Missouri 

and the 8 surrounding states.  Each Alpaca owner and fiber resources are eligible to place a pin (with a 

number) on their state map.  That number will correspond with a 9ò x 12ò space on tables in that booth 

where you can place your business cards, brochures, coupons, sales list, you name it (only rule is that 

it must lay flat on the table).  You are responsible for bringing and putting the items on the table and 

taking them home at the end of the weekend.  This way only the folks who want your material will 

take them.  No stall space to stay in, no booth to watch. 

 

Donôt want to be in class all day?  Relax and join friends in our Sit-n-Spin, Sit-n-Knit, or Sit-n-

Crochet areas. 

 

Area fiber guilds will be out in full force too, demonstrating various fiber arts!  Be sure and bring a 

camera! 

 

MOPACAôs summer meeting will be held on Saturday after classes end, or at approximately 5:15 p.m. 

 

Special thanks go out to our hard working State coordinators who have been contacting alpaca breed-

ers and compiling a major list of fiber related resources.  We are putting together a Midwest Fiber Re-

source Directory with information from area shearers and blade sharpening to fiber educators, mills 

and fiber guilds.  This is going to be a wonderful tool for any fiber producing animal owner.  So if you 

know of a wonderful resource in your area - let us know ASAP! 

 

Details and registration forms will be on the MOPACA.org website, so check out the list of classes 

and sign up today and donôt forget your hotel reservations! 

 
Any questions, please call Liz Mitchko 417-533-5280 or liz@whirlwindranch.com  

mailto:liz@whirlwindranch.com


EDUCATION NEWS 
 

The Winter Seminar with Dr. Ahmed Tibary was a great success as expressed by the 92 partici-

pants.  We had 37 Veterinarians and Vet students participate with our MOPACA members for the 

two day seminars.  I believe all who attended the weekend with Dr. Tibary were thrilled with the 

information they received, and pleased that he was able to talk to all levels of alpaca owners and 

breeders.  We were pleased to be able to provide special pricing for the Vets.  We also wish to 

thank the Mid America Foundation for underwriting all the expenses of the Vet students.  Students 

attended from each of the three associated Foundation Universities - University of Missouri, Kansas 

State, and Oklahoma State.  

  

The MOPACA summer seminar is titled Fiber "U".  This event will be held in Lebanon, Missouri 

on July 10-11, 2010.  Liz Mitchko is the event coordinator and has a wonderful weekend 

planned for us.  Please see Page 8 in this newsletter for details - you do not want to miss this 

weekend! 
  

The Education Committee is busy thinking about topics for next winter's Education Seminar. If you 

have any thoughts about what you would like to learn, please contact me or one of our education 

committee members - Mike Green or Rob Long.  If you are interested in assisting us on this com-

mittee, please contact me about joining. 

  

Dale Pessin 

Education Chair, MOPACA 2010 
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MOPACA Members Working Together:  
  
A group of MOPACA members who utilize the University of Missouri Veterinary facilities got together in part-
nership with Chisholm Trails Alpacas to purchase and donate a new alpaca chute to the veterinary hospital.  

These MOPACA members are proud to participate in this project with the knowledge that the skilled vets and 
vet students will have quality equipment to assist in the safe control of our alpacas during treatment..  

 

Contributing Farms:  Alpacas Midwest; Big River Alpacas; Curly Eye; 8 L's Alpaca Farm; Light of Day Al-

pacas; Magnolia Bend Alpacas; Mariposa Farms; Mid-Missouri Alpacas; New Fenwick Alpaca Depot; River 
Bluff Alpacas; Salem Hills Alpacas; Salt River Alpacas; Starlight Alpaca Ranch 

                             By Lisa Fererro 

MIAS SILENT AUCTION: 

 

Items are needed for the Silent Auction at the MOPACA Invitational Alpaca Show! 

Ideas are: Baked goods, canned jellies, alpaca products/apparel, supplies, services, artwork, furni-
ture.  Proceeds benefit the Mid America Alpaca Foundation. 

Contact Kyla Harrison, Committee Chair, at bluediamondalpacas@sbcglobal.net to make your donation!  

mailto:bluediamondalpacas@sbcglobal.net

