
 

WANTED 
 Training Tidbits 

Husbandry & Farm Tips 
Newsletter articles 

“Thank You” notes and any 
other alpaca articles of interest 

to fill your newsletters! 
 

Please submit your items to 
Kim Baake, at 

newfenwick@earthlink.net 
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Cindy Jasper, Director 

River Bluff Alpacas 
 

Nancy Sines Director 
Cedar Hollow Alpacas 

 
Sonda Caffrey, Director 

Honey Creek Farm 
 
 
 

 
FARM MEMBERS:  

 
Renee Procfhaska-Keenay 

Ponca Hills Alpacas – NE 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS  
 

Jim & Crystal Rolfe 
Archway Alpacas – MO 

 
Rhonda & Fleming Mahs 
Lilholt Gardens Alpacas - MO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dale Pessin, President 

Show-Me Alpacas 
Judy Schaumberg, Vice President 

Blue Feather Farm 
Kim Baake, Secretary 

New Fenwick Alpaca Depot 
Mary Licklider Treasurer 

Curly Eye Alpacas 
 

 
 
 

 MOPACA INVITATIONAL 
SHOW Update!  

 
The MOPACA Invitational Alpaca 
Show is scheduled for March 24 
and 25th, 2007.  Mark your 
calendars! We hope you will be 
able to attend, exhibit, and 
volunteer a few hours to help us 
make this another great show.  
There will be a Neo-Natal Clinic 
with Dr. David Anderson on 
Friday March 23.  If you want to 
sign up prior to the availability of 
our registration forms, please 
contact Kathleen and Lynn Wedel.  
Please save any cria that can be 
used in this seminar!, please 
contact Dale at 314-392-9999 or 
showmealpacas@pessin.net  
 
Watch for more show information, 

at  www.mopaca.org 

Photo by Kim Baake © 2005 
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October 7th  – Grain Valley, MO – Area farms gather for an Alpaca Farm Day !  Contact Suzan Hillhouse at 816-650-3100 
www.hummingbirdalpaca.com  or Rhonda Butler at 913-226-7431 www.rbalpacaranch.com ���  
 
October 21-22 nd  – Lebanon, MO. – 9th Annual Open House and Production Sale .  Contact Liz Mitchko at 417-533-5280 or at 
www.whirlwindranch.com  and click on seminars. 
 
October 27-29 th  – Topeka, KS – 3rd Annual Mid-America Alpaca Show  – for details log on to www.midamerica-alpacashow.com 
 
November 25 th – Columbia, MO - Mid Missouri Alpaca Day  for mid-Missouri alpaca farms – Public Welcome!  Boone County 
Fairgrounds.  Contact Mary Licklider at 573-445-4233 or alpacas@curlyeye.com .   
 



 

MOPACA Quarterly Spring 2006                   2 

 

Letter from the President   
 

As we get ready for the fun and fervor of fall alpaca shows, we realize how enjoyable the alpaca 
business can be.  We get to spend time with our friends both 2 legged and 4 legged and we 
continue to make plans for sales, breeding, showing, and educating ourselves in this wonderful endeavor. 
 
I hope all of you are aware of our new campaign to promote MOPACA.  You may have noticed the MOPACA First ad in 
the Mid-America Show Book.  We plan to take the nation by storm so all will know that MOPACA members have 
extraordinary alpacas and the Midwest is the place to visit. 
 
The Marketing Committee, headed by Jon and Phyllis Turner are busy working on MOPACA marketing strategies.  
Please let them know when you notice their efforts and if you have any suggestions.  This committee is also working with 
the Education Committee, headed by Jeannette Campbell on the plans for another educational seminar in 2007.   Mark 
your calendars for February 3 & 4, 2007 for a weekend devoted to marketing.  Details will follow shortly so watch 
the website and your emails for this information.   
 
You should all have received information about the new Affiliate Congress formed to improve communication between 
the AOBA BOD and the members of AOBA.  I am very proud to say that the MOPACA response to the first issues was 
one of the best of all 35 affiliates.  I sent the survey to 93 members – both farm and associate – and received 35 responses.  
Most of the other affiliates had a response percentage of 18 to 25% while we garnered 37%.  Well done MOPACA 
members! 
 
MOPACA did not have a fall meeting.  Please watch your emails, as we will hold another email type meeting within the 
next 10 days.  We will have all committee reports available as well as brief descriptions of the Camelid Community 
Meeting held August 2006, more about the Affiliate Congress, lots about the upcoming Alpaca Show, and information 
about our December meeting.  WE WILL HOLD OUR ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTI ONS IN 
DECEMBER IN COLUMBIA, MO.   Please contact me with any topics you would like discussed. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in December, 
 
Dale Pessin  
President, MOPACA 2006 
 

 
REGIONAL NEWS 
  
AAllppaaccaa  &&  FFiibbeerr   FFaaii rr   ooff   WWeesstt   CCeenntt rraall   MMiissssoouurr ii   ttoo    
bbeenneeff ii tt   FFiibbeerr   ttoo  FFaasshhiioonn!!  
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CANDIDATES NEEDED FOR MOPACA OFFICERS ELECTION IN DECEMBER. 
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MOPACA is Being Seen Nationwide!!! By Pete Caffrey, Honey Creek Farm – MOPACA Marketing Committee  
 
The committee would like to announce that there will be a full page colored ad in the Winter edition of Alpacas 
Magazine. The ad reads "Look TO MOPACA First", this ad also appeared in the Mid-America Alpaca Sale and Show 
book, that was recently released. These two publications combined present the MOPACA image to an audience of 
approximately 18,0000  readers.  Thanks to Dale Pessin for her lead in featuring this ad campaign.  
  
 
Tips & Tid-bits: by Liz Mitchko, Whirlwind Ranch 
  
Fiber Skirting tips:  �
Raise or lower your skirting table so that it at waist height- helps prevents back strain.�
��
On all four sides of your table, have marks for 1", 2", 3" etc. up to 7" for quick grading of your fleeces -- makes the sorting 
more efficient.�
��
Recycle shower curtain liners for use under your skirting table (New ones are much less expensive than tarps). Run a few 
bolts and wing-nuts through one side of your table to correspond with the holes in the curtain.  Now you can sit at your 
table and all the dirt & debris slides down the curtain to just one end.    These are also good to cover "work in progress" in 
the event you do your skirting outside.�
   
Hope this helps! 
Hums, 
Liz 
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AOBA’s New Affiliate Congress – Another Voice for You in the Industry by Gwen Wolff, Alpaca Kingdom  
 
Dale Pessin and Gwen Wolff traveled to Nashville in early August to represent MOPACA at the initial meeting of 
AOBA’s new Affiliate Congress. This group is comprised of representatives from each of the affiliates. Its primary 
mission is to create better lines of communication between affiliate members and the AOBA Board of Directors and 
between other affiliates.  
 
So how is this going to help us as MOPACA members? Sometimes we feel there are problems not being addressed and no 
one is listening to us individually. Sometimes we feel that surely other Affiliates have solved problems we face, if only we 
knew how to find their answers. Having the Affiliate Congress structure has put each of the affiliates in touch with each 
other immediately. We now have some names and faces to put with neighboring regional groups, and have had a chance 
to visit with others who are similar to us yet far away. We also have an online discussion site for regular communication 
on specific issues. 
 
One of the ways the Congress will serve is by asking affiliate members for their opinions on specific questions and then 
giving this feedback to the AOBA Board of Directors. This will help the Board to make decisions with better input from 
members. Affiliate Representatives got a commitment from the BOD to come to us with relevant questions if we would 
get responses from our members. Now it’s up to us to take advantage of the opportunity for increased participation. 
 
When you receive an email asking for your response to a specific issue, please realize that your opinion is valued not only 
at the MOPACA but also at the national level. MOPACA responses are counted and reported by number as well as by 
percentage of membership responding. It does make a difference. By the way, we had a 33% response rate on the first 
survey questions. 
 
If you have any questions about the Affiliate Congress please contact Gwen Wolff, the MOPACA representative. Email: 
info@alpaca-kingdom.com  Phone: 913-856-6545 �
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If you have a story about your experiences 
and would like to share, please send your story to 

newfenwick@earthlink.net. 
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